



Informal Meeting of Competitiveness Ministers – press conference
>>> The 7th framework programme is the biggest programme to support research Europe has ever seen.

>>> We want to obtain agreement on the 7th framework programme (content + budget) among the Member States during the Austrian Presidency by the end of June 2006.

>>> Today’s meeting has laid the foundation for this. 
Agreement on the total EU budget was reached on 4 April.

Total budget: 864 billion euros.

· This means there is a budget of more than 54.5 billion euros available for the 7th research framework programme (2007-2013). Annual budget: 7.8 billion euros
· Compared with the 6th framework programme (2003-2006) this is an increase of 60%. Approx. 4.8 billion euros per year; total 19.2 billion euros
· At today’s Competitiveness Informal Commissioner Potocnik presented his ideas on how the budget should be divided between the different research themes. 
The 7th framework programme basically has 4 pillars:

	COOPERATION 

(Support for transnational research projects in nine thematic areas)
	32.2 billion euros

	IDEAS 

(Support for basic research by the European Research Council)
	  7.5 billion euros

	PEOPLE
(Support for training and mobility of researchers)
	  4.6 billion euros

	CAPACITIES
(Support for research infrastructures, research for the benefit of SMEs)
	  4.2 billion euros


Discussion has shown:

· There will be more money for research in all areas.

· The new European Research Council is not in doubt and will have adequate funding (proposal: average of one billion euros per year).
· Support for SMEs is a particular issue. For example, at least 15% of the budget for cooperation activities is earmarked for SMEs, equivalent to around 4.8 billion euros
· Slim, non-bureaucratic administration.
Austria:

Austria has joined the ranks of the TOP 5 in Europe regarding investment in research.

Austria has the highest rate of growth in research investment among the leading EU research countries.

· Research spending as a ratio of GDP increased from 1.88% in 1999 to 2.35% in 2005. The current estimate by the Austrian Statistical Office for 2006 puts research spending at 2.43%.
· Austria is therefore well above the EU average of 1.9%.

6th EU Research Framework Programme (2003-2006)

· Austria receives back more in research funding than it pays in.

· Return rate 114% (status March 2006)
Austria’s share of the annual returns has continually improved in the last few years.
	
	4th framework programme (1995 – 1998)
	5th framework programme (1999 – 2002)
	current
6th framework programme (2003 – 2006)*

	
	
	
	

	Returns in million €
	194
	292
	304

	Return rate
	70%
	104%
	114%


*Status March
Austria’s share of the EU budget is approx. 2.19%. 

Austria’s researchers have received 2.5% of the returnable funding paid out so far from the 6th EU Framework Research Programme, amounting to 304 million euros. 

>>> The return rate therefore stands at around 114%.

>>> In total, Austria has received 790 million euros from the framework programmes since 1995.
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